
Action & Family Council Workgroup Planning Meeting
Date: January 18, 2024

Attendees
Action Council Members: Chrissy Nojd, Dr. Patricia Starks (Alt), Lovice Brinkman.
Family Council Members: Ali Denault, Ami Kring, Brenda Mohr, Cheme Williams, Coen
Clark, Hailey Siegel, Holly Knupp, Kasira Potts, Natasha Ashford, Sarah Gowler, and
Teage Drinnon.

Agenda
1. Welcome and Group Agreements.

a. Notes: Permission to record granted.
2. Introductions and Ice Breaker Activity.

a. Council members participated in an ice breaker activity.
3. Review SMART Goals and revision to Action Plan.

a. Notes:
i. Kennilyn reviewed Recommendation #1 and Recommendation #2

with Council members.
ii. No revisions were made in regard to Recommendation # 1 by

Council members.
iii. Discussion in regard to Recommendation #2.

1. Council members shared that Joliet currently has
implemented a 24 hour crisis call center for citizens of
Joliet that are experiencing a crisis.

2. Liz updated Council members about the eQUIP platform.
3. Liz discussed the possibility of having a 4 day Theraplay

Training with Project Sun dependent on grant funds.
SunShine Circles in early childhood programs are
provided once training is complete.

4. Liz informed Council members that the parent surveys
were currently being conducted.

4. Questions 11 & 12 and Exit Slips.
a. Notes:

i. Recommendation #1 discussion: Council members felt that the
Action Plan will help eliminate redundant services, will give
stakeholders a better understanding on where to direct a
community member as to services, and will help develop better
communication.

ii. Recommendation # 2 discussion: Council members asked how



parents were going to be educated in regard to SunShine Circles.
5. Next Steps.

a. Notes:
i. Discuss Framework for next 4 months.

1. No more combination meetings.
2. Conducting focus groups.
3. Conducting interviews.
4. Family Council members were given their future meeting

dates.
ii. Discuss and define Childrenôs Mental & Behavioral Health.

1. Council members asked for a clearer picture on what age
groups we should be focusing on. Liz replied 0 to 8 years
old.

iii. Discuss upcoming questions for Mental and Behavioral Health.
1. Kennilyn requested the Family Council members check

their emails regularly.
2. Discussed focus groups.

a. 3 focus groups will be conducted.
b. 8 people per focus group.
c. Each focus group member will receive a $25 gift

card.
3. Liz stated that interviews would also be conducted. She

mentioned possible community members, nurses, and
doctors as examples.

6. Community Updates:
a. Action Council has a parent connect group in Iroquois County. Their next

event will be a box creation night.
b. Kennilyn discussed the upcoming listening sessions with the new

childhood program cabinet.
c. Kennilyn asked Council members to complete the survey being

conducted by the Kankakee County Health Department.
7. Q & A.
8. Adjourn.

Before the next meetingé
ǒ Next meeting date(s): Action Council

Thursday, February 1st
9:00am - 11:00am

Family Council
Thursday, February 8th
6:00pm - 7:45pm

Action Council
Thursday, February 15th
9:00am - 11:00am


